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Hillel’s Position on israel:
Hillel is steadfastly committed to the support of Israel as a Jewish and democratic state 

with secure and recognized borders and as a member of the family of free nations.

Hillel’s Vision for israel:
Israel is both an end in itself, a core value of Jewish life, and a means to engage students

in a conversation about themselves as individual Jews and as members of the Jewish people.

Israel education is both an obligation stemming from Hillel’s commitment to strengthening

Jewish life and an opportunity to create meaningful Jewish experiences for students.

(For more details, visit www.hillel.org/Israel)

Hillel’s Vision
HIllel seeks to InspIre every JewIsH student 

to make an endurIng commItment to JewIsH lIFe.

Hillel’s Mission
HIllel's mIssIon Is to enrIcH tHe lIves oF JewIsH undergraduate 

and graduate students so tHat tHey may enrIcH 

tHe JewIsH people and tHe world.



israel fellows:
strengthening israel’s
Voice on Campus

Israel has a unique role on college campuses. 

Israel can provide a singular opportunity for Jewish students to

explore and celebrate their Jewish identity through on-campus

programs or by traveling to Israel on short- or long-term trips. 

at the same time, anti-Israel groups use the college campus 

as a medium to advance their agenda through “divestment”

campaigns or through high-profile events such as “Israel

apartheid week.” 

Faculty members often fall on either side of the pro- or 

anti-Israel divide, giving students confusing perspectives on 

the middle east.

and the news media, which often portray Israel in a negative

light, further muddy Israel’s image on campus.

college students need help in sorting out these conflicting 

messages and educating their campuses about Israel. 

that’s where Israel Fellows come in. 

In the aftermath of the second Intifada in 2003, the Jewish

agency for Israel and Hillel: the Foundation for Jewish campus

life created a strategic partnership – the Israel Fellows program

– to strengthen the standing of Israel on university campuses

throughout north america. 

Hillel has invested heavily in social, peer-directed engagement,

believing that students are most likely to connect with Israel

and to develop a sense of pride and passion surrounding their

Jewish identity if they are exposed to the vitality and appeal of

their young Israeli peers – individuals just like themselves.

Israel Fellows 

Basic Facts

a partnership with the Jewish agency

for Israel.

started: 2003

number in 2009-2010: 19

total number since 2003: 000

Hillels: 

• Baruch college Hillel 

• Berkeley Hillel 

• Brown-rIsd Hillel 

• Hillel at davis and sacramento 

• Hillel Foundation of orange county 

• the tanger Hillel at Brooklyn college

• Hillel of greater philadelphia 

• Hillel of san diego at ucsd 

• Hillel of silicon valley 

• michigan state university Hillel 

• ohio state university Hilllel 

• santa cruz Hillel 

• Hillel at stanford 

• texas Hillel Foundation 

• ucla Hillel 

• university of Florida Hillel 

• university of Illinois urbana 

champaign Hillel 

• university of massachusetts, 

amherst Hillel 

• university of wisconsin madison Hillel

“Our Israel Fellow has made sure there

is always someone to represent Israel

in a positive manner on campus.”

- Miranda Bogen, 

University of Los Angeles ‘10



israel fellows:
Coordinating, empowering
and engaging 

the Israel Fellows initiative places young graduates of Israeli

universities and the Israel defense Force on campuses across

the country, supported and supervised by local Hillel profes-

sionals and a Jewish agency for Israel national shaliach/project

manager based in Hillel’s schusterman International center in

washington, dc, who together create a robust and multi-

faceted Israel engagement and education strategy for the 

entire Hillel system.

as key members of the local Hillel staff, Fellows play a pivotal

role each and every day on campus: 

Empowering and supporting Jewish students who are 

already engaged with Israel, enhancing their knowledge

base, and providing them with tools to initiate Israel 

activities on campus. 

Engaging uninvolved Jewish students through meaningful

informal interactions, personal story-telling and formal 

programs that help them explore their relationship with 

Israel in a safe and welcoming environment.

Educating the broader campus community about the 

importance of Israel and the unique role it plays in the 

geo-political arena. 

Encouraging participation in Israel travel experiences

and educational programs, thereby expanding the number

of Jewish students visiting Israel each year.

Israel Fellows are dynamic young Israelis who bring their first-

hand perspectives on Israel directly to tens of thousands Jewish

students each year through peer relationships, organized trips,

cultural events, education and advocacy.

they serve as Israel’s unofficial peer ambassadors in the local

community, providing opportunities for students to discuss 

and experience every aspect of Israeli life, bridging the gap 

between Israel fact and fiction, and inspiring students to forge

enduring commitments to Israel.

Hillel: university of california, Berkeley 

Born / Raised In: Jerusalem, Israel 

Army Experience: trip guide in the north

galilee, working with other soldiers in 

unrecognized villages in the north

Education: B.a. in Jewish philosophy and

european History, Ben gurion university 

Professional / Volunteer Experience:

traveled to russia, ukraine and azerbaijan;

activist at Hillel at Ben gurion university

Personal Interests: enjoys riding her bike

and hosting dinner parties

Areas of Expertise: Israel advocacy and

Balancing the anti-Israel discourse; group

dynamics and theatre workshops; Bringing

Jewish text and context into the Israel 

discussion

chaya gilboa 

“Our Israel Fellow isn’t what our 

students typically think of when

stereotyping Israelis. Due to the bonds

that form out of their similarities, 

he has been able to gain access to their

friends and student organizations 

for co-sponsorships and support, 

widening our reach on campus.”

- Heather Erez, 

San Francisco State Hillel 

Assistant Director



israel fellows:
Making a lasting 
impact 

over the last seven years, over 100 outstanding young Israelis

have played a pivotal role in enhancing Hillel’s critical work in

strengthening the relationship between north american Jewish

students and Israel. through their work with over 32 different

local Hillels, on more than [200] campuses, Fellows have 

created direct relationships with Israelis and Israel for 

hundreds of thousands of north american students. 

their presence enables Hillel to engage students with the full

vitality and diversity of life in Israel and to continue forging

new partnerships and relationships within the university 

community to strengthen the pro-Israel movement on campus.

Jewish agency chairman, natan sharansky has made the 

expansion of the campus Israel Fellows initiative a major 

priority in his global agenda for 2010. 

IsRAEl FEllows ARE IntEgRAl to PRo-IsRAEl CAmPus 

EFFoRts.

since 2003, Israeli Fellows have effectively engaged hundreds

of thousands of young students, helping them connect to Israel

and their Jewish identity, and strengthening student leadership

to pro-actively improve Israel’s standing on campus.

For many Jewish students, the Israel Fellow is the first and 

only Israeli with whom they have a personal relationship. they

establish a presence throughout the campus: in residence halls,

coffee shops, student unions, and wherever students gather, to

maximize their reach, and make Israel a vibrant and relevant

entity for students.

the Fellows personalize the Israeli-Jewish experience for their

peers, engage them in Israel advocacy in a meaningful way, 

and offer a perspective not commonly found on north american 

college campuses. as a result of these interactions, more 

Jewish students are applying for taglit-Birthright Israel trips

than ever before, inquiring about study abroad programs in 

Israel and expressing an interest in deepening their connection

to Israel.

Hillel: university of california, davis and

sacramento 

Born / Raised In: Born in ramat gan, Israel

and raised in rehovot, oxford, ramat gan,

rockville and tel aviv 

Army Experience: served as a staff 

sergeant on board an Israeli missile ship 

as a tactical operator

Education: B.a. in Biology and m.a. in

diplomacy studies from tel-aviv university 

Professional / Volunteer Experience: 

senior youth leader in the onevoice move-

ment, which addresses the Israeli-palestin-

ian conflict by approaching the moderate

majority; took part in the amit project,

which trains future Israel Fellows, at tel

aviv university Hillel. 

Personal Interests: rollerblading, scuba

diving and mac computers

Areas of Expertise: Israeli palestinian 

conflict, environmental issues in Israel,

student leadership, 

education

uri Fishelson

“Our Israel Fellow dramatically 

increased the breadth and depth of our

Israel outreach, and has been pivotal in

deepening the understanding of 

complicated political and social issues

facing Israel. By sharing his unique 

experiences with students, he has

brought a heightened level of Israel

awareness to our campus.” 

- Arlene Miller, 

UCLA Hillel Associate Director



israel fellows:
training and support 

the partnership between the Jewish agency for Israel and Hillel,

involving close cooperation with the Israel on campus coalition’s

more than 30 national organizations working on campus, provides

the organizational framework and support structure for each Israel

Fellow. 

as Hillel staff, the Israel Fellows are integrated within a profes-

sional environment in order to fulfill a dual role on campus:

they are one of Hillel's most effective resources in bringing 

the diversity, vitality and challenges of modern Israel into the

campus environment, and they enable national organizations

like taglit-Birthright Israel, masa, the Jewish agency and Hillel

to effectively reach their leading objectives.

they are in themselves a meaningful Jewish/Israeli experience

for the thousands of university-age students with whom they

establish relationships, adding dynamism, energy and, most 

importantly, an authentic Israeli touch to the ongoing campus

work of engaging young adults with Israel.

Before leaving Israel, the Fellows participate in a comprehensive

12-day training and orientation conducted by the Jewish agency.

while in the united states, Hillel hosts an intensive week-long 

student engagement training institute that further prepares Fellows

for the challenges they will face on campus.

Hillel further plays the critical role of supporting individual Fellows

and the entire program throughout the year, with office space,

technical and programmatic support, community contacts and 

networking, additional training opportunities, and ongoing local

and national supervision.

Hillel: Baruch college 

Born / Raised In: croatia and Bosnia/

Herzegovina; moved to Israel in 1992 

Army Experience: community volunteer

work in kiryat moshe 

Education: B.a. in Jewish philosophy 

and multidisciplinary arts from tel aviv 

university 

Professional / Volunteer Experience: 

volunteered at tel aviv university Hillel

working with at risk youth and teaching

through text how to improve their situa-

tions; one of the founding members and a

current board member for the Jewish salon

network, a cultural approach to Judaism. 

Personal Interests: music and the arts, 

social justice issues. 

Areas of Expertise: the rise, Fall and 

rise again of central european Jewry; 

Jewish Identity in the post-modern world;

Israel and Its true History as seen through 

the eyes of Israeli 

artists

Boyanna grubeshich

“Our Israel Fellow has helped us doubled

the number of students who come to our

weekly events, improved the quality of 

our programs, and recruited many 

students to participate in trips to Israel. 

With her enthusiasm and excitement, 

she is loved by the students, staff, 

and the Baruch College administration.” 

- Gail Phillips, 

Hillel at Baruch College



israel fellows:
leading, relating and
educating 

Israel Fellows lead with authenticity and integrity, directly 

impacting students through an impressive mix of educational,

cultural and social initiatives, and personal relationships made

possible only through their ongoing campus presence. 

Israel Fellows make Israel accessible by sharing their personal

stories and interests.

at ohio state university, shira eshato shared with students

her ethiopian heritage and the story of her family's journey

to Israel. 

In cleveland, anat Fishman used her background as an 

environmental lawyer in Israel to reach legal students and

focus on shared ecological concerns.

at Brooklyn college, daniel Fishman connected with 

students interested in the environment through tu B'shvat

programming and Israeli-style hiking.

tAkIng A stAnd.

Israel Fellows are strong advocates and active voices for Israel

on campus, bringing guest speakers, facilitating educational

programming, breaking down study abroad barriers, and 

responding to anti-Israel propaganda.

at uc davis, yonatan Barkan worked tirelessly with student

leaders, state politicians and the university officials across

california to influence the uc Board of regents to reinstate

study abroad programs in Israel across all ten uc campuses.

In Baltimore, sivan pardo effectively combined education

and advocacy by focusing on the human side of terror

through the X-ray program, an exhibit composed of medical

x-rays showing bolts, screws and other debris embedded in

the bodies of terror victims caused by home-made bombs.

at ohio state university, kasa Bayisin addressed more than

400 people at a Hillel-organized rally in support of Israel,

telling participants about her two-year-old cousin who was

killed in sderot by a kasam rocket from gaza.

Hillel: Brown university and rhode Island

school of design 

Born / Raised In: ra’anana, Israel 

Army Experience: IdF Intelligence corps

Education: B.a. in political science with 

a specialization in army, strategy and 

national security from Bar Ilan university;

m.a. in security studies from tel aviv 

university 

Professional / Volunteer Experience:

active in the Zionist youth movement; 

took part in the amit project at tel aviv

university Hillel.

Personal Interests: traveling, movies,

reading, politics and sports 

Areas of Expertise: political science, 

security and diplomacy, modern History of

the middle east, and Israel pr (Hasbara)

“Working with four campuses and 

the graduate student community, 

our Israel Fellow has taken students 

to Israel and brought speakers, 

movies, passion, excitement,

and attention to each campus.”

- Rachel Heinman, 

Hillel of Greater Baltimore 

Assistant Director

leehe ralph 



israel fellows: 
Bringing israeli Popular
Culture to Campus 

Israel Fellows bring popular Israeli music and bands, arts and

dance that draw crowds as large as 5,000 students and expose

them to the diversity and complexity of Israeli society.

at u.c. santa cruz, moshe alfisher coordinated a live 

performance by three Israeli stars of Israeli american Idol.

the event included a live performance of Israeli songs, and

a discussion with the singers about their personal stories:

one singer came from ethiopia to Israel, one from the 

former soviet union, and one grew up in a small town under

the constant threat of Hezbollah’s rockets. 

In philadelphia, Hila lahar sparked an interest in Israeli-

themed events on campus through a variety of cultural

events including an Israeli shabbat dinner that featured

krav maga (Israeli martial arts). students were so intrigued

by the event that they requested additional Israel program-

ming, including an Israel art night and similar cultural

events.

at Baruch college, veronika lacktman engaged hundreds 

of students from 11 new york campuses with an Israeli style

BBQ with a Jewish student dJ, belly dancer and drum/

darbuka circle, held in a manhattan loft. veronika used the

opportunity to promote masa programs and collect personal

information from the students, allowing her to conduct 

individualized follow-up and outreach. the event drew

major publicity from yediot achronot, mofayim, and thril-

list and recruited new active Hillel members and leaders.

michal Baruch 

Hillel: university of massachusetts, amherst 

Born / Raised In: Jerusalem and mexico 

Army Experience: prime minister’s office 

Education: graduated in 2009 from Ben 

gurion university of the negev with degrees

in economics and management; studied for

3 years at green gates International school

in mexico

Professional / Volunteer Experience: 

continued to work for prime minister’s 

office for one year post-army service; 

took part in the amit project at Ben gurion

university Hillel. 

Personal Interests: dancing, sports and

spending time with friends; fluent in 

Hebrew, english and spanish

Areas of Expertise: economics of Israel;

Faces of Israel—Israel as a multi-cultural 

society; world cultures

“Our Israel Fellow taught me 

that I could love everything about where

I’ve come from and still be able to learn

about and embrace other cultures ... 

she made me think about 

actually going Israel!”

-Somdatta Das, 

University of Massachusetts ‘09



amir sela 

Hillel: michigan state university 

Born / Raised In: eilat, Israel 

Army Experience: directorate of military

Intelligence along the northern border of

Israel with syria and lebanon

Education: Bachelor’s degree, middle 

eastern and Israeli studies from Ben gurion

university of the negev 

Professional / Volunteer Experience: 

volunteered with youth leadership 

organization and served as a youth 

counselor at the after school youth center

“elem”; took part in the amit project at

Ben gurion university Hillel. 

Personal Interests: Film, backpacking, 

diving

Areas of Expertise: modern middle east

History; the connection between sports

and nationalism; Israeli culture and 

Journalism

israel fellows: 
recruiting for 
israel experiences 

Israel Fellows recruit for taglit-Birthright Israel and various

other travel, study abroad and long-term programs in Israel. 

In addition to Israel program fairs, one-on-one counseling and

targeted recruitment efforts, Fellows also facilitate personal

and communal follow-up activities for students upon their 

return from Israel.

at the university of wisconsin-madison, dikla cohen worked

hard to reinstate the study abroad program at Hebrew 

university, which was cancelled after the lebanon war. 

Following her extensive marketing efforts, including palm

cards, a web site, advertising on public transportation and

promotion nights, long-term Israel program participation

doubled the following year.

at u.c. Irvine, tzvi raviv led a group of students and 

faculty members on the olive tree Initiative: a 14-day trip

to Israel and the palestinian territories to meet with 

residents to learn more about peace and conflict in the 

region. the group included Jewish, muslim, druze, Buddhist

and christian students. the trip helped participants under-

stand the complexity of the conflict, broadening their 

understanding of the issues, and exposing them to new 

perspectives.

at virginia tech, tamar cohen recruited the largest number

of Birthright applicants ever at the university, and engaged

participants to sign up for talkspace Israel – an Israel 

discussion forum that encourages participants to think

deeply about Israel and its relationship to Jewish identity.

at michigan state university, yuval ben Hai recruited

dozens of students for Hillel’s taglit Birthright Israel trip,

following a year of inactivity. of those who attended, 90%

were unaffiliated with Hillel, and remained engaged in 

Hillel programming upon their return to campus, including

yuval’s signature Israeli Iron chef program where students

competed to prepare the best-tasting Israeli dishes. 

“After participating in Taglit-Birthright 

Israel, I was interested in going back. 

When I inquired about programs at Hillel,

our Israel Fellow was really 

encouraging. He even volunteered 

to give me weekly Hebrew lessons.” 

-Adam Molner, 

Michigan State University ‘07



Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life
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